THE FRUIT OF
OUR GIVING
Transformed Lives

2018

Message from the Pastor
Wow! As I was looking over some of the pictures and articles
for this year’s Fruit of our Giving booklet I was reminded
once more of all the events that we put on or attended this
past year. One of my regrets in 2018, however, is not getting
a picture at Pentecost. I invited all those who had had a
transformative experience of God in the past two years to
come forward so we could celebrate them. Amazingly 100
people came forward to say that God had made their lives
better and happier!
The parish made the conscious decision last year to invest in
staff growth. This meant that we made a number of new hires,
and we sent some staff members to conferences, specifically
targeting leadership development. A group of us went to
Nativity parish in Baltimore for the Rebuilt Conference,
where we saw radical hospitality and attention to detail
that blew us away. We also attended the Divine Renovation
Conference in Halifax in June, where we were even invited up one
evening to witness before 600 other delegates from around the world as
to how transformative our experience at St. Ignatius has been.

A couple of us also went to London in May to attend the worldwide Alpha Leadership Conference. This was an
incredible gathering of 5000 leaders from around the world that inspired us and helped us glimpse what our parish
can become. Members of the team also participated in and spoke at the Parish Vitality Conference right here in
Montreal in November.
2019 promises to see less travel as we focus on putting on our own mini conference at St. Ignatius. In June we will
be holding a DR (Divine Renovation) Open House. This will be an opportunity to share with other parishes some of
what we’ve learnt over the past few years as we implement the principles of parish revitalization here in Montreal.
I hope that as you look over the following pages it will bring back some of the excitement and joy of 2018. For
those who are new I hope this will give you a bit of the flavour of who we are at St. Ignatius and what we’re striving
to become: a welcoming home where you matter and can make a difference.

God Bless,
Fr. Mike
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Investing in People: Working at St. Ignatius
Adrian Rojo de la Vega
Thirteen years ago I encountered Jesus Christ through

how I planned to support my family in a foreign country

the Eucharist, and I have been a proud Catholic ever

dedicating my life to God from that moment on. My

since. I have a background in architecture and had my

answer was, “I hope I can find a job inside the church”.

own office in Mexico for 10 years. I was part of projects

This brought only laughter from my acquaintances.

inside the Church, but always as a volunteer. However,

One day, I received an email from a teacher telling me

something was not complete in my life, I was serving
God only in my spare time, and He was asking so much
more of me.

about a job opening at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church. I
immediately sent my resumé. Thank God, I got a response
and an interview for the position of “Coordinator of

One day, burnt out because of my work, my wife and I

Evangelization”. The weekend before I got the job, I

decided to leave everything behind. I sold my company

came to Mass at this amazing parish, in which I found a

and my house and came to Canada to begin a Master’s
degree in Theological Studies. As you might imagine, my
family back in Mexico, especially my father, asked me

“There is no greater miracle, than
the conversion of the souls.”
St. Faustina Kowalska.
beautiful and life-giving church community. During the
consecration I asked my Lord, please my good Jesus, I
would love to work for you in this breathtaking place.
This place is so hopeful, I told Him.
A couple of days later I started working here and
found everything I ever dreamed of and more. It is
amazing to be able to use your hands, ideas, work,
and passion for the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God
and the transformation of lives. But, especially, to find
a church that really wants to invest everything they
have in bringing more people every day to a personal
encounter with our Lord. I am so honored to be part
of this amazing team which I am sure God is using to
transform lives in Christ.
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The Atrium
Theresa Casey
Our family relocated from B.C. last summer. We
spent some time searching for a new parish and
happened upon St. Ignatius which is presently the
only English parish in Montreal offering the Atrium
(AKA Catechesis of the Good Shepherd). Having had
some exposure to the basic Montessorian principles
of the Atrium, and feeling profoundly that this was
the faith formation we wanted for our four children,
we chose this as our parish.

This type of catechesis is unlike
anything I have ever seen. As a mother
and teacher, the soundness of the
pedagogy makes my heart sing.
The Atrium recognizes that a relationship already exists
between the child and God and seeks to help the child
enjoy and nurture that relationship. The children learn
that God will go to the ends of the earth to seek them
out and bring them back. Every detail of the Atrium
is intentional, respecting the dignity of the child and
embracing the varying developmental stages.
To put this into perspective, my three, rambunctious
boys (ages 4,6,8) enter the Atrium and are fully
engaged, working quietly for over 90 minutes. This
is a miracle in and of itself. As my sons work with
the materials, I know the Holy Spirit is working on
their hearts.
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Catch The Wave
Jen Dubee
It has been wonderful to help lead “The Little Kids”
(3-5 year olds) in Catch The Wave. I started volunteering
last year when our family joined St. Ignatius, and it has been a
great way to get involved in the community.
It is a gift to watch their Faith grow through our activities together: in
moments of prayer, discussing Bible stories, making crafts, playing games
and even in doing a little community outreach. With joy and awe, we watch
the children warmly embrace their mission to share God’s love with others.
I really look forward to being with our group on Sunday mornings. It’s a pleasure to
see the kids arrive each week— some children run into the room full of enthusiasm,
while others arrive quietly and bravely come out of their shell during our time together.
I am very proud of the work we are doing with our “Little
Kids”. Our small team has really come together to create
a loving and welcoming environment. The reward has
been seeing friendships and Faith grow in all of us. I am
grateful to be part of the Kids Ministry and feel very
blessed to work with such dedicated volunteers and
with such a supportive Leadership Team.

Did You Know?
►► Last year we averaged 40-60 kids per
Children’s Liturgy service during the 11am
Mass. This year, it’s 80-100! WOW!

5

My Alpha Experience
Julie Aubut

sought to deepen my knowledge of

Alpha do not stay strangers for long.

and relationship with God in a long

I came to look forward to spending

time. When Father Mike suggested

time with a very special group of ladies

that parents of the children’s program

every week.

attend Alpha, I knew that I had to do it

We were at different stages of our

to be a good example to my kids. As a
rather shy person whose weeknights
are usually filled with cooking, kids’
sports and homework, I was not
particularly looking forward to having
dinner, discussions and prayer with a
group of strangers.

lives, came from various places in
our faith, and lived through diverse
experiences. Yet, as we explored
each week’s theme and shared our
thoughts (or asked plenty of questions
in my case!), I learnt a great deal about
God, life’s trials and solace, friendship

I now have to admit that I had it all

as well as about myself.

As I explained to my two sons the

wrong. Dinner at Alpha is a joyful

importance of attending the children’s

sharing experience (and really yummy!).

As my husband embarks on his own

program in Church to get to know

Discussions at Alpha are heart opening

more about God, I felt somewhat of

and enlightening. Prayer at Alpha is

an imposter as I personally had not

genuine and freeing. And people at

Alpha journey this spring, I wish for
him to have the blessing to deepen his
faith and become more aware of the
Holy Spirit’s presence in his life, just as
Alpha made possible for me.

Alpha Mini Testimonies
Q: How would you describe your

Q: How would you describe your faith

faith-life before Alpha?

post-Alpha?

A: Very distanced from my faith. Came

A:Vibrant and full!

to church on holidays, that’s it.

Q: What made the difference?

Q: How would you describe your faith

A: Alpha Weekend was a turning

post-Alpha?
A: God is now the center of my life.

Did You Know?
►► Over the last year, 108
people participated in two
Alphas at St. Ignatius.

point. Our small Alpha Family is a key
reason we come back every week.

The church has become such a special

►► In those two Alphas, 50
people generously served

community for our family. I feel much

Q: How would you describe your

in some way on the team,

more connected to my faith - for the

faith-life before Alpha?

whether leading small

first time in my life!

A: Almost non-existent.

groups, or behind the

Q: What made the difference?

Q: How would you describe your faith

A: Encountering the Holy Spirit and

post-Alpha?

spending more time in prayer and

A: Strong and joyful and full of hope

scripture.
Q: How would you describe your
faith-life before Alpha?
A: Fizzling and stagnant.
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and love.
Q: What made the difference?

scenes.
►► When asked how likely
people are to recommend
Alpha, on a scale of 1-10 ,
76 % of people said either

A: My encounter with Jesus brought

9 or 10. Only two people

me so much joy that I feel compelled

answered 1 or 2.

to share it.

Youth ministry: IgNation
Tristan Mackenzie
About 4 years ago on a Thursday in October speakers who share
I was invited to accompany my good friend their story with Christ or an
Brian Traynor to Youth Group. I agreed to aspect of the faith.
go and little did I know what impact that IgNation runs on 3 major principles,
yes would have on my life. I was greeted we want the kids to feel: Accepted,

by the former Youth Minister, Stephen Loved and Known. And it would
Corsi, whose first words to me were: “Who not be possible to run this program
are you and what are you doing here???” without the parish who supports

Ironically enough that evening’s lesson was us and the work of our amazing
on welcoming people! (I am getting closer volunteers.
and closer to answering those questions.)

Even though we have been doing
When I first joined the team, we were this program for only a few months,
running Youth Alpha. We had weekly guest I really see the excitement in our

speakers, small group conversation, and games. community, in the kids who come
This led to a retreat where I accepted the Holy Spirit fully and the parents who bring them.
into my life, and I continue to do so and let God take control. A year and a We have even had people from

half later I was asked to take over as Youth Minister. Despite being hesitant other towns and provinces reach
of the enormous task ahead, I accepted and have further learnt to fully out to see what we are doing and
rely on the Holy Spirit to work through me, my ministry and all those who how they can start a similar program
participate on Thursdays.
in their own parishes.

Did You Know?
►► Those who attend IgNation
are nearly twice as likely
to have a “best friend” at
Church and more than
twice as likely to invite a
friend to church.

►► They are 25% more likely to
In 2018, we launched IgNation, which I find to be a perfect mix of fun and
faith! The program runs every Thursday from 3:30 pm to 9:00 pm starting
with Drop In, which is like an after school program. This is followed by
dinner. The essence of the night starts at 7:30. IgNite is the faith part of
the evening where we begin with prayer or praise, then listen to guest

have forgiven someone.

►► They volunteer in the
community almost twice as
much time.
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Veneration of St. Francis Xavier Relic
Dennis and Angèle Barry

Legacy Giving
In September, Fr. Mike unveiled a memorial
plaque to honour parishioners who had
donated so generously to St. Ignatius

On January 30, 2018, over 300 people flooded St. Ignatius of
Loyola Parish to venerate the arm of St. Francis Xavier as it
toured across Canada with Catholic Christian Outreach. They
came asking for Francis to intercede to Jesus for them to be
healed, drawn closer to God, and to bring home their friends and
family members who have wandered away from Christ.

through legacy giving. The plaque has
found a home at the back of our church
and is a reminder of the generosity and
kindness of those departed members of
our parish community.
Part of our mission at St. Ignatius is to
ensure that we remain a welcoming and
joyful spiritual home for years (and even
decades!) to come. If you share this desire
to invest in the future of our parish, there’s
a simple way to create a lasting legacy.
All it takes is a clause in your will to leave
a gift demonstrating your commitment to
the work of the parish, a gift which will
continue transforming lives long after you
have gone. And, bonus! it is a gift that costs
nothing during your lifetime. Oftentimes,
donors keep their intentions private,
which is certainly everyone’s right and we
respect that. However, if you advise us of
your intentions while you are still among
us that gives us a chance to express our
appreciation face to face. We’d love the
opportunity to say thank you while you are
still here!

While witnessing the beautiful act of faith that each person
displayed as they came forward, we couldn’t help but think how
St. Francis Xavier and his mentor, St. Ignatius of Loyola, must
have been in Heaven rejoicing together. St. Ignatius Parish is
continuing the mission to which St. Francis Xavier dedicated his
life half a millennium ago. This realization drew us closer to a
man who shares our heart, and our hope that through our daily
lives, and the beautiful work of our parish, we could see many
people experience the hope, love, and mercy of Jesus Christ. It
reminded us that God continues to work miracles through this

If you believe legacy giving is an attractive

holy man who lived so long ago, and gave us hope that He will

option for you, please do not hesitate to

continue to work miracles through us. Lastly, it reminded us that

contact the Parish Office.

the mission to which St. Francis Xavier gave his life 500 years
ago is still alive today in our parish and in each of us.
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Music Ministry
Katja Lorelei Teixeira
I’ve been a parishioner at St.Ignatius since April 2017 when I moved to Montreal. I was asked to join the Music
Ministry at St. Ignatius in November that same year.
As someone who is quite shy, I was nervous to sing each Sunday. Music has always been a big part of my life and
a meaningful form of prayer for me, but I never thought that I could do it in front of people. Saying “yes” to being
part of the music ministry has led to so many blessings. Being part of the music ministry has encouraged me to
grow in ways that I didn’t know I was capable of. I feel a new sense of purpose, I feel more confident in myself, and
I feel more united with the parish. Most of all, I feel closer to Christ and feel that I am sharing the gifts that He has
given me. St. Ignatius has given me not only opportunities to share my love of God and music, but also fellowship
and a sense of community.

Parish Vitality Conference
In November, our Senior Leadership Team was invited to

priests and interested lay leaders will be invited

speak at the 2018 Parish Vitality Conference, a gathering of

to spend a day with us as we pray, learn and grow

pastors, parish leaders and parishioners where participants

together. We have learned a lot in our two years as

were invited to share practical ideas about how to embrace

members of the Divine Renovation Network, and we

our shared mission to make disciples. Over 400 participants

are eager to share our failures and successes in the

attended the PVC, and they were very interested in what

hope of inspiring and equipping other clergy to take

our Senior Leadership Team had to say about collaborative

the next step toward the renewal of their parishes,

decision-making, working together, inspiring one another,

and ultimately the renewal of our city.

and supporting Fr. Mike’s vision for parish renewal.
Following from this, St. Ignatius will be hosting the DR
(Divine Renovation) Open House this June where pastors,
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Wardens’ Message

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA PARISH
INCOME & EXPENSES BY YEAR

We are happy to report that the parishioners of
St. Ignatius have responded overwhelmingly to
the appeal for parish renewal and growth, not
only through your growing participation in various
activities and ministries, but also through your
financial support, without which such growth
would be impossible.
Weekly Sunday offerings increased more than 21%
for the year 2018 over 2017. This has been the
result of parishioners making a conscious decision
to increase their weekly contributions as well as
more parishioners turning towards online giving,
where now almost a third of our congregation have
signed up for regular, monthly online contributions.
The increase in revenues has been channelled
almost exclusively into adding more members to the
ministry team as well as investing in staff training.
The number of Alpha sessions continues to grow
along with other ministries, such as the first Connect
Group which was launched in January 2019.
The ongoing success of these programs and
growing attendance at weekend celebrations is
clear evidence that there is a growing appetite to
participate in our project of parish renewal. As St.
Ignatius continues to grow its ministry and transform
lives, we will continue to need your gifts, talents,
prayers and financial support. We look forward to
your continued generosity. Thank You!

Did You Know?
►► Our Hydro costs for the church average
$ 22.72 per day; while Hydro for the
rectory averages just under $ 16 per day.

REVENUES

Offerings

Weekend collections
Maintenance offerings
Other special offerings
Subtotal Offerings

Other income
Clergy room & board
Faith education
Hall rental
GST & QST reimbursements
Bequests
Mass requests, funeral, marriages
Miscellaneous income
Special collections (in & out)
Pillars Trust donation
Subtotal other income
TOTAL REPORTED REVENUES
Less non-recurring revenues
Special collections (in & out)
Pillars Trust donation
Bequests
Hall rental
Seminarian room & board
Total non-recurring revenues
CORE RECURRING REVENUES

EXPENSES
Salaries
Employer taxes
Fees
Ministry/other stipends
Faith education expenses
General pastoral expenses
Leadership training
New sound system & organ
GST & QST taxes
Office expenses
Rectory expenses
Maintenance & repairs
Insurance, taxes & utilities
Diocesant support tax (9%)
Clergy room & board
Miscellaneous expenses
Benefits
Special collection payments
Total expenses
NET INCOME INCLUDING ALL ITEMS
Less non-recurring expenses
New sound system & organ
Diocesan tax on bequest
Special collection payments
Miscellaneous special expenses
Total non-recurring expenses
CORE RECURRING EXPENSES
SUMMARY
CORE RECURRING REVENUE
CORE RECURRING EXPENSES
DEFICIT EXCLUDING NON-RECURRING ITEMS
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2018

2017

2016

255,835
29,124
50,000
334,959

220,411
32,483
50,000
302,894

188,819
36,276
35,000
260,095

13,435
21,322
13,445
4,892
200
19,776
37,694
24,106
134,870

21,916
14,642
43,865
24,445
26,394
19,247
25,599
19,198
10,000
205,306

12,903
19,562
19,970
9,435
160,985
16,870
22,604
69,573
331,902

469,829

508,200

591,997

(24,106.00)
(200.00)
(13,445.00)
(37,751.00)

(19,198.00)
(10,000.00)
(26,394.00)
(43,865.00)
(12,950.00)
(112,407.00)

432,078

395,793

196,795
20,240
1,010
50,794
8,669
4,504
27,781
6,360
15,089
12,031
11,634
12,774
36,988
32,745
13,435
11,462
8,150
15,326
485,787

154,805
16,577
1,523
53,755
10,993
4,182
10,481
54,358
21,662
9,488
8,636
25,300
37,669
43,886
16,431
2,820
7,375
27,135
507,076

(15,958.00)

(6,360.00)
(15,326.00)
(8,282.00)
(29,968.00)

1,124

(54,358.00)
(14,488.00)
(27,135.00)
(5,565.00)
(101,546.00)

455,819

432,078
455,819
(23.741.00)

405,530

395,793
405,530
(9.737.00)

(75,774.00)
(160,985.00)
(19,970.00)
(256,729.00)
335,268

132,453
15,088
1,585
50,505
11,147
11,223
17,367
8,663
6,529
27,777
37,497
32,846
12,903
2,000
7,216
65,944
440,743
151,254

(65,944.00)
(65,944.00)
374,799

335,268
374,799
(39.531.00)

Online Giving: Responding
gratefully to God
Katia and Michel Dahan
The first time we attended Mass at St. Ignatius of Loyola,
shortly after moving into the neighborhood, we both felt a strong
call from the Lord to join this parish. It did not take long for us to
realize that God truly had an amazing plan for St. Ignatius and that He
wanted us to be a part of it! Since then, we have been able to see God
at work in numerous ways and have developed great friendships, as
well as a strong sense of community.
Our monthly donation to St. Ignatius is our way of expressing our gratitude to the Lord. And what better way to
thank Him than to support his work! As we saw God’s plan unfold and were truly thankful for His call in our lives, we
wanted to be generous towards Him as He has been generous towards us. Each month, our money goes to so many
different things that are not half as life-giving as our parish is. There are thousands of good initiatives out there
but we wanted to support what produces good fruits – a community that has a heart for bringing Christ to others.
Financial giving can definitely be a challenge as it is not always easy to intentionally set aside a certain amount
each month, but the Lord has shown us that the more we trust Him with our finances, the more He provides in
unexpected ways.

Did You Know?
►► We had 98 regular online donors in 2018, and their average annual offering was just over $ 1000.

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE THROUGH ONLINE GIVING
How to Sign Up for Monthly
Online Giving

How to Make a one-time
Contribution Online

How to Text a Contribution

1. Visit our website at stig.ca

1. Visit our website at stig.ca

1. Text 514 700 2283

2. Click GIVE from the menu
at the top

2. Click GIVE from the menu
at the top

2. Type GIVE

3. Click on CANADA HELPS
and you will be redirected
to their website

3. Click on PAYPAL and make
a contribution using your
credit card

4. Enter donor, tax receipt and
payment information

3. It will prompt you to text
an amount
4. You will be redirected to
a site to make a one-time
set-up of credit card and
email information

5. Be sure to click COMPLETE
DONATION NOW when
you are done
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